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for this task that before the end of his reign he was virtually
his own chief financial officer. Day by day he went care-
fully through his official accounts, annotating them, scrawl-
ing his big initial H in bold strokes across the pages, mastering
their contents, and using that knowledge to institute reforms
in financial administration. That is why experts see in his
scientific reorganisation of the exchequer and the depart-
ments of the household and the chamber, the work which
" must stand out as the really constructive contribution Henry
made to the transition from mediaeval to modern England.
For those of us who find it difficult to follow these tech-
nicalities, that verdict by the experts must suffice. We shall
have to look elsewhere for our impression of this king. Shall
we find it in the legend? Or shall we watch that pen tracing
with difficulty the sentence so instinct with human frailty:
" For verily, madame, my sight is nothing so perfect as it
has been "?